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AUSTRIA APPEALS TO U.N. MEMBER GOVERNMENTS 
FOR SUPPORT IN ENDING OCCUPATION. At the end of 
July, Austria’s diplomatic representatives submitted to the 
government to which they are accredited a political memor- 
andum from the Austrian Government. According to informa- 
tion released, this memorandum calls the attention of the 
world to the injustice which is being done to Austria, and 
its purpose is to pave the way for the resumption of four- 
power negotiations with regard to the conclusion of a treaty 
which will ‘‘re-establish an independent and democratic 
Austria.”’ 

Accompanying the political memorandum was an eco- 
nomic one, describing how, in the bare seven years from the 
early summer of 1945 to the end of 1951, Austria was forced 
to pay no less than 6.4 billion schillings in occupation 
costs. At the current rate of exchange, the cost of occupa- 
tion to Austria thus far is equivalent to a cash sum of 
approximately $300,000,000.00 (or, on the basis of the one- 
to-ten rate in force until November 1949, $530,000,000.00). 
The Austrian Government’s indirect losses in the form of 
unpaid taxes and assessments are estimated in the memor- 
andum as being equivalent to a total of $150,000,000.00. 
Also listed in the memorandum are the property seizures and 
the dismantling of plants which took place immediately after 
the war with the wholesale removal of machinery, semi- 
finished goods, raw materials, equipment, etc., losses which 
are evaluated at some 500 million dollars. Austrian tourist 
trade has, as a result of these plant requisitions, suffered 
depreciation losses amounting to 29 million dollars, and 
similarly, 24*1/2 million dollars in the form of lost income. 
Over and above this, the Austrian economy is losing 30 mil- 
lion dollars a year to the Soviet Union as a result of its loss 
of petroleum production which the Russians have seized. 

As regards the memorandum itself, it notes, to begin 
with, that in 1920 Austria was accepted as a member of the 
League of Nations and continued to belong to that organiza- 
tion until she was forcibly occupied by Germany. When the 
German Wehrmacht marched into Austria, it violated both 
Article 80 of the Treaty of Versailles and Adolf Hitler’s 
declaration of May 21st, 1935 with respect to the inviolabili- 
ty and independence of the Austrian Federation, as well as 
the Austro-German agreement of July 11th, 1936. The col- 
lective security obligations of the member states of the 
League of Nations toward Austria were not carried out, and 
Austria became the first victim of Nazi aggression. 

The memorandum further cites the Moscow Declaration of 
November ist, 1943, in which the Soviet Union, the United 





States, Great Britain and (by token of its subsequent ratifi- 
cation of this declaration) France jointly declared the an- 
nexation of Austria by Germany to be null and void and ex- 
pressed their desire to see the restoration of a free and 
independent Austria. By this, the memorandum asserts, 
Austria’s autonomy was officiaily acknowledged by the 
Allied Powers. 


The decision of the four Allied Powers -- after Austria 
had elected parliamentary representatives in free popular 
elections, formed a legal government and restored order -- to 
keep the Austrian federal territory under occupation until 
the conclusion of an Austrian state treaty (not a peace 
treaty) came as a bitter disappointment to the Austrian peo- 
ple, inasmuch as Austria had and continues to have, by 
virtue of facts scarcely disputable under international law, 
a rightful claim to the restoration of full sovereignty, even 
without a state treaty. 

Notwithstanding the instructions they had received, the 
deputy foreign ministers were unable to come to any agree- 
ment on the State Treaty by September 1, 1949, and sub- 
sequent to this date, as the result of changes in the inter- 
national political situation, and despite concessions and 
appeals on the part of Austria, the discussions became more 
and more difficult and involved, until finally they became 
completely bogged down, due to the continual fresh demands 
made by the Soviet Union which no longer had even the 
slightest relation to the Austrian problem. When finally, the 
deputy foreign ministers met for their 258th session, the 
Soviet representative did not even appear. 

In manifest recognition of the fact that it would be 
impossible to resume negotiations on the basis of the former 
State treaty draft, which contains, moreover, a series of 
financial and economic provisions that no longer fit the 
present-day situation and would have little chance of being 
ratified by any Austrian Parliament, the three Western Allies 
have submitted to Moscow on March 13, 1952 the text of a 
new and abbreviated state treaty, in the form of an evacua- 
tion protocol, in line with Austria’s longing for complete 
sovereignty and the evacuation of the country. This measure 
on the part of the Wester Powers, if successful, would, of 
course, represent achievement of the goal toward which the 
Austrian Government has so: long striven, namely, freeing 
the country of foreign troops and relieving it of the manifold 
oppressive burdens of occupation which the country and the 
people have so long endured. 

In the event, however, that should all attempts to regain 
for Austria her full sovereignty fail, the memorandum contin- 
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ues, it is in any case planned to bring the question of the 
evacuation of Austria and the matter of the state treaty 
before the forum of the United Nations, and to appeal to 
these nations to exercise their good offices with the four 
Occupying Powers with a view to achieving at long last the 
evacuation of Austria and the restoration of the- freedom 
rightfully due her. 

Accompanying the memorandum are seven enclosures. Two 
of these contain the ‘‘Draft for a Treaty with regard to the 
Restoration of an Independent and Democratic Austria’’ 
(status of March 15, 1950) and the ‘‘Abbreviated State 
Treaty for Austria’’ (the evacuation protocol), which was 
submitted toMoscow with the memorandum of March 13, 1952. 


FOREIGN MINISTER KARL GRUBER VISITS RIO DE 
JANEIRO. Austrian Foreign Minister Karl Gruber, accom- 
panied by his wife, arrived in Rio de Janeiro on July 28, 
1952, on an official visit to Brazil. At a state banquet given 
in Dr. Gruber’s honor on July 29th, Brazilian Foreign Minis- 
ter Joao Neves de Fontoura said: 

‘*Believe me, these are no idle words, when, in the name 
of the Government and the Brazilian people, I say that the 
de facto occupation to which Austria — the first victim of 
Nazism — remains subjected seven years after the end of 
the war is not only unjust but serves no purpose. Guided by 
Brazil’s traditional and consistent foreign policy, therefore, 
and impelled by our loyalty to the principle of the free self- 
determination of peoples, we rise to condemn the endless 
postponement of the signing of a treaty of guaranty for Aus- 
tria, which has been ready in draft form since 1947. And 
this all the more so since Austria was never our enemy and 
is now since long back in the democratic fold. What is more, 
Austria can boast of a sound economy. She is in an excel- 
lent position to contribute to the industrialization of Brazil 
by supplying us with capital goods and enabling us to bene- 
fit from her highly developed technical achievements. Brazil, 
for her part, can contribute basic essentials to Austria’s 
economy in the form of raw materials.’’ The Brazilian Fo- 
reign Minister concluded his address with a reference to the 
historical ties between the two nations. 

In his speech of thanks, Dr. Gruber likewise stressed 
the traditional friendly relations between Vienna and Rio de 
Janeiro, and also the importance of broadening the cultural 
and economic ties between Austria and the countries of La- 
tin America, and above all Brazil. ‘‘It is my hope,’’ he 
stated, ‘‘that Brazil will bring its importance and influence 
to bear in helping Austria achieve her long-promised inde- 
pendence.”’ 

At a subsequent press conference held at the Brazilian 
Press Club, Dr. Gruber stated: ‘‘Austria intends to appeal 
to the United Nations for help in regaining her sovereignty. 
We propose to do this as soon as there is an improvement in 
the international situation, which may quite well occur even 
before the end of the year. Austria does not wish to con- 
tribute in any way to a worsening of the world situation. 
Only the Soviet Union is obstructing the signing of a State 
Treaty. And when Austria brings up her case before the 
United Nations, she is counting on Brazil’s support.’’ 


LLEWELLYN E€. THOMPSON SUCCESSOR OF U.S. HIGH 
COMMISSIONER WALTER J. DONNELLY TRANSFERRED 
TO GERMANY. In mid-July President Truman appointed 
Walter J. Donnelly, heretofore U.S. High Commissioner in 
Austria, to the post of American High Commissioner in 
Germany. Llewellyn E. Thompson Jr., Councillor at the 
U.S. Legation in Rome, was named to succeed him as USS. 
Commissioner and Ambassador to Austria. 

On the occasion of Ambassador Donnelly’s departure, 
Chancellor Leopold Figl gave the departing High Commis- 
sioner a farewell reception, at which he reviewed Mr. Donn- 
elly’s two years of activity in Austria. He said that the 
latter ‘‘very soon showed himself to be a good friend of our 
country.’’ Dr. Figl thanked Mr. Donnelly for his efforts on 
behalf of Austria and wished him well in his new post. 

Replying to the Austrian Chancellor, Ambassador Donn- 
elly said that both he and his family were finding it very 
hard to leave Austria, where their stay had been so pleas- 
ant. He thanked the Austrian Chancellor and the members 
of the Federal Govemment forthe readiness they had always 
shown to cooperate loyally with him. In the two years which 
he spent in the country Mr. Donnelly said that he had come 
to appreciate the Austrian people and the courageous stand 
they were taking in pursuit of peace and freedom in the face 
of constant adversity. ‘‘I regard the Austrian State Treaty 
as one of the most important problems of the international 
political situation, and I am convinced that we shall not 
achieve real peace until that treaty is signed.’’ Ambassador 
Donnelly closed his brief address with the assurance that 
for him and his family their stay in Austria would always be 
unforgettable and that he would always remain a sincere 
friend of Austria. 

At his final press conference at the U.S. Embassy, 
Mr. Donnelly told newsmen: ‘‘I think you will agree with me 
that much of historical significance has occured in this part 
of the world since I came to Austria nearly two years ago, 
as a complete stranger to you. But from the day of my ar- 
rival, both my family and myself had the feeling that we 
were among friends.’’ 


PRESIDENT OF AUSTRIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
BOEHM APPEALS TO THE UNITED STATES. At the end 
of July, Johann Boehm, Member of Parliament and President 
of the Austrian Federation of Trade Unions, spoke in Par- 
liament during the debate on the question of financial ad- 
justments between the Federal Government and the prov- 
inces, an amendment having been introduced which would 
allocate more funds for combatting unemployment. In his 
speech, Deputy Boehm expressed concern about the problem 
and emphasized that any increase in unemployment would 
place Austria in a very serious position. 

‘If the 300,000,000 schillings to be allocated from the 


EERP Counterpart Fund in connection with the recently ap- 


proved budget adjustment are not released, greater unem- 
ployment will result. I request the Federal Government to 
do everything in its power to obtain from the American ECA 
authorities the release of these 300,000,000 schillings. Our 
country faces serious economic difficulties. Last year, aid 
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to Austria was reduced from $200,000,000 to $120,000, 000, 
and this year we have leamed with deep anxiety that these 
$120,000,000 are to be further cut to $86,000,000. Still more 
recently we were told that this sum is to be pared down to 
$61,000,000. We are thankful to the United States for the aid 
which it has extended to us in the past few years; however, 
we cannot help but point out that, on the other hand, equally 
large sums have been lost due to the occupation of the 
country. I am not only referring to direct occupation costs 
as such, but also to the indirect burdens and obligations 
which are being imposed on this poor, harassed land. If we 
receive the aid necessary to overcome the last obstacles 
and when Austria is back on her feet economically, she will 
be able to become a secure and solid bulwark of democracy 
in the world.’’ 


0.E.E.C. PRAISES AUSTRIAN RESEARCH BODIES. The 
members of ‘‘Technical Assistance Mission 84’’, a team of 
experts sent into the field by the Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, and which for the last few months 
has been conducting a study of Austria’s scientific research 
facilities as well as the status of experimental technical 
studies, recently reported on their over-allimpressions, at a 
press conference held in Vienna. The group of American 
specialists stated that they had everywhere been impressed 
by the high standards of training and background of the per- 
sonnel of Austrian research institutes. The institutes of 
technology .and the faculties of natural sciences in Aus- 
tria’s universities were turning out excellently trained men 
and women, the visitors added. However, many of Austria’s 
trained technician’s were emigrating abroad, the mission 
found, a fact which led Mr. Clark, leader of the group, to 
remark: ‘‘Austria’s costliest item of export today is the 
Austrians who go abroad. It is essential that ways and 
means be found for keeping this valuable human material 
satisfactorily occupied at home.’’ 


DR. GRUBER ON AUSTRIAN-YUGOSLAV TALKS ON 
AUSTRIAN PROPERTY AND PRISONERS OF WAR. In 
reply to a Parliamentary Inquiry, Austrian Foreign Minister 
Karl Gruber made the following statement in Parliament 
regarding the status of Austrian-Yugoslav talks on Austrian 
assets in Yugoslavia and the repatriation of Austrian pris- 
oners of war still in that country: ‘‘On the occasion of my 
recent visit to Yugoslavia, the question of Austrian property 
in Yugoslavia was the subject of an exchange of views with 
the Yugoslav authorities. The favorable atmosphere in which 
these talks were held leaves the way open for further de- 
velopments. Some progress was achieved in that Yugoslavia 
agreed to release, under certain conditions, properties of 
so-called double ownership located at the border between 
the two countries. Negotiations on this question will be 
conducted with a Yugoslav delegation during the month of 
August. The release of Austrian prisoners still in Yugoslav 
hands was also discussed, and I was given assurances that 
this matter would be settled favorably.”’ 


GERMAN-AUSTRIAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS AT 
DORNBIRN FAIR. It was recently announced that extensive 
consultations took place early in August after the opening of 


the Dombim Export and Sample Fair between Josef Boeck- 
Greissau, the Austrian Minister of Trade and Reconstruction, 
Julius Raab, the President of the Austrian Federal Chamber 
of Commerce, and Prof. Ludwig Erhard, the Minister of Econ- 
omy of the West German Federal Government. During these 
meetings the major economic and trade problems still pending 
between Germany and Austria were thoroughly aired. Both 
ministers reached complete understanding in their evaluation 
of Austro-German trade relations. 

At a press conference in which the Austrian and German 
trade ministers participated, considerable interest was aroused 
by Mr. Boeck-Greissau’s statement that he considered ad- 
justment of the various Austrian rates of exchange as an 
indispensable and urgent necessity. ‘‘Because of the stabili- 
zation upon which we embarked last October,’ he said, ‘‘such 
an adjustment cannot yet be made, nor can a specific date be 
set for it. The prerequisite for a standardization of the rate, 
without thereby increasing nominal wages or decreasing real 
wages, will be realized when world market prices drop.’’ In 
reply to a question as to Austria’s position with regard to 
the Schuman Plan, the Austrian Minister of Trade said that 
the Schuman Plan was one of the points he intended to raise 
in future talks with the German Minister of Economy. He 
added that Austria would need an advocate in the councils 
of the Schuman Plan countries. He expressed the hope that 
Minister Erhard would speak in defense of Austria’s inter- 
ests, particularly those of her iron and steel industry. 

The German Minister of Economy replied that the 
association of Schuman Plan countries should not be regard- 
ed as one in which the member states were desirous of 
cornering the coal and steel market at the expense of other 
countries. The Schuman Plan countries would fulfil their 
mission only if they saw to it that all European countries 
could derive advantages from such an association. 


MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR HELMER DISCUSSES LEGIS. 
LATIVE IMMUNITY. On the occasion of a recent discus- 
sion in the Austrian Parliament, in connection with the forc- 
ible summoning of Socialist provincial deputy Ludwig Parise 
before the Soviet Commander in Eisenstadt, Burgenland, 
Austrian Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer made the fol- 
lowing statement: ‘‘I protest emphatically against the fact 
that Austrian security authorities were ordered to bring a 
member of the Burgenland legislature to the Soviet military 
headquarters in Eisenstadt. Regardless of how this action 
is described, it actually amounts to a seizure by force and 
is thus a violation of legislative immunity. I have requested 
the (Soviet) High Commissioner to take appropriate measures 
to prevent a repetition of such occurrences.’’ 


DISCUSSION OF BANKING REPORT COMPLETED BY 
PARLIAMENT. In mid-June the Austrian Parliament’s Com- 
mittee for the Court of Accounts completed its deliberations 
on the latter’s banking report. The Deputies of the Austrian 
People’s Party moved that the Committee adopt the report of 
the Court of Accounts as well as the banks’ position on it. 
The motion was approved by the joint votes of the Austrian 
People’s Party and the League of Independents in the face 
of Socialist Party opposition. This closes debate of the 
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Committee on the banking report, whick is thus approved by 
the Lower House of Parliament. 


AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT RESCINDS TRADE LICENSE 
RESTRICTION LAW. After a period of protracted debate, 
the Austrian Parliament at the end of June adopted the 
much-disputed amendment to the Trade Licensing Statute in 
face of Communist (Leftist Bloc) opposition. The four aims 
of the amendment, as outlined by the Government when the 
bill was introduced, are: abolishment of the trade license 
law, abrogation of the German Handicraft Law, clarification 
of the legal aspects in various trade licensing matters and 
simplification of administrative procedures in the field of 
trade licenses. 


ALLIED COUNCIL DISCUSSES AMNESTY FOR LATE REP- 
ATRIATES. At the end of July the Executive Committee of 
the Allied Council in Vienna took up Vice Chancellor Adolf 
Schaerf’s letter regarding the question of amnesty for late 
repatriates, and decided to take cognizance thereof. The 
letter reflects the view of the Austrian Government and 
Parliament that there is every justification for the amnesty 
law to be placed into effect. It also stated that the claims 
for compensation to those who were wronged by National- 
Socialism had meanwhile been taken into due consideration. 
The Lower Chamber of the Austrian Parliament, the letter 
said, has enacted into law the overwhelming majority of 
bills whereby compensation is to be granted to the racial 
and political victims of the Nazis. This or that wish may 
not yet have been fulfilled, but one should not overlook the 
fact that the adoption of the pertinent measures does not 
depend solely on the will of the Austrian legislative organs. 
The ‘‘Neue Oesterreich’’ reports that no further debate is 
planned on this matter, and that the amnesty for late repat- 
riates will probably go into effect without further diffi- 
culties. 


1.L.0. SURVEY FINDS AUSTRIA MOST ADVANCED IN 
SOCIAL WELFARE PROVISIONS. The International Labor 
Office in Geneva recently conducted a survey of the social 
welfare provisions adopted in 24 countries. The results were 
tabulated on the basis of 1949 figures and in terms of the 
percentage of the national income each of these countries 
allocated for social welfare purposes. The Saar, with 21.74%, 
and Westem Germany, with 17.15%, ranked first, but these two 
countries are in the special and unusual situation of having 
to care for large numbers of refugees. The budget of Western 
Germany is carrying a heavy financial burden because of the 
fact that millions of refugees have to be given assistance. 
Austria, with 14.14%, leads all other countries, followed by 
France with 13.68%: New Zealand with 13.06%; Belgium with 
12.83%; Great Britain with 11.26% and Sweden with 11.26%. 
All the remaining countries surveyed were found to spend 
less than 10% of their national income on social welfare. 

SESS SES SSSR RSS SCSI 

OUR NEW ADDRESS IS 
31 East 69th Street, New York 21, N.Y. 
OUR NEW TELEPHONE NO. IS 
LE high 5-4120 
BS OS OS POSS OPS RRS OSES OSES LPL 


AMERICAN CITIZENS MAY VISIT SOVIET ZONE OF AUS. 
TRIA. According to the statement recently issued by the 
Austrian State Tourist Department at 48 East 48th Street, 
New York City, N.Y., American citizens are free to visit 
relatives in the Soviet zone of Austria (Lower Austria, Upper 
Austria north of the Danube, and Burgenland), providing they 
have first procured, in person, a permit to do so from the 
American Embassy in Vienna, at Friedrich Schmidt-Platz 2 
in that city. The permit cannot be obtained by writing for it. 
The Embassy normally requires a maximum of three days for 
issuance of the permit. 


SOCIALIST YOUTH INTERNATIONAL MEETS IN VIENNA. 
The Board and Executive Committee of the International 
Union of Socialist Youth (IUSY) met in Vienna in mid-July 
after the end of the International Socialist Youth encamp- 
ment held near the Austrian capital. In addition to represen- 
tatives from the free nations of Europe, the meeting of the 
Executive Committee was also attended by representatives 
of Socialist youth movements from Uruguay, Canada, Japan, 
Africa and India. The IUSY Executive Committee thanked 
the Austrian Socialist Youth movement for its highly suc- 
cessful organization of the encampment. 


AUSTRIAN POLITICAL PERSECUTEES TO RECEIVE 
COMPENSATION FOR INCARCERATION. The Social Wel- 
fare Committee of the Austrian Parliament recently approved 
an amendment to the law for aiding victims of the National- 
Socialist regime which will provide compensation to those 
who were jailed as well as to those who incurred jail and 
court costs. The principal provisions of the new legislation 
are as follows: 

Holders of official certificates attesting to the fact that 
they were victims of persecution shall receive for any court 
or police detentions undergone between March 6, 1933, and 
May 9, 1945, for political, racial, religious or nationality 
reasons, a lump-sum indemnification as compensation for 
economic hardships resulting from such detentions. In the 
event the victim is no longer alive, his or her heirs are en- 
titled to the compensation. The indemnification consists of 
70% of the normal subsistence pension granted to Nazi vic- 
tims for every calendar month proved to have been spent in 
jail. This 70% represents 431 schillings. Heirs are en- 
titled te half this compensation. 

The amendment further specifies that political victims 
who possess an official certificate to that effect are en- 
titled to receive a refund for any costs they can prove to 
have been forced to pay to court officials, administrative 
authorities or to the Nazi Party in connection with any jail 
sentences or detentions imposed for political reasons. 


AUSTRIAN CONSUL GENERAL ATTENDED COLGATE 
CONFERENCE ON AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY. Dr. 
Franz Matsch, Consul General and Austrian Observer to the 
United Nations, attended the Colgate Conference on Ameri- 
can Foreign Policy, which was held in Hamilton, N.Y., from 
July 26 to 31, 1952. He addressed the Conference as con- 
sultant in the Westem Europe Round-Table discussions on 
the questions of the ‘‘Occupation of Austria’’ and the ‘‘Po- 
sition of Austria with Regard to European Integration.’’ 
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LEAGUE OF INDEPENDENTS AND “POLITICAL RENO- 
VATION LEAGUE’’ SET UP JOINT ACTION COMMITTEE. 
The organizational and programmatic discussions between 
the League of Independents (VdU) and the ‘‘ Political Reno- 
vation League”’ (Aktion zur politischen Emeuerung), which 
have been going on for months with a view to achieving a 
fusion of the two groups, were recently concluded with the 
establishment of a joint political action committee. At a 
press conference under the chairmanship of Dr. W. Gredler, 
Deputies H. Kraus and E. Strachwitz outlined to domestic 
and foreign correspondents the scope and purpose of the 
committee. The committee, they said, would foster friendly 
relations with various foreign organizations, and other po- 
litical splinter groups in Austria are cordially invited to co- 
operate in this program. 


DATE FOR FILING CLAIMS UNDER RESTITUTION LAW 
EXTENDED. The Federal Ministry of Finance, by decree of 
May 27, 1952 (published in the Official Gazette No. 111 of 
July 1, 1952), has extended the deadline for filing claims un- 
der the Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Restitution Laws until Novem- 
ber 30, 1952.: Furthermore, Section 2 of the Decree of the 
Ministry of Finance, dated November 8, 1951 (Federal Law 
No. 257 ex 1951), has been supplemented by Point 8, ac- 
cording to which the deadline for filing property claims is 
extended to December 31, 1952, providing the application of 
the pertinent Austrian legal provisions depends on factors 
outside the scope of Austrian law or providing the law is 
affected by such factors. 


““AUSTRIANS ABROAD’’ TO MEET IN DORNBIRN, VOR- 
ARLBERG. At the suggestion of the Association of Aus- 
trians in Switzerland and Liechtenstein, a convention of 
Austrians who reside abroad will be held in Dornbirn, 
Vorarlberg, from September 11 to 13, 1952. Foreign Minister 
Karl Gruber has agreed to address the convention. The 
purpose of the convention will be to discuss the establish- 
ment of an over-all organization for Austrians living abroad 
as well as to ascertain what these expatriate Austrians can 
do for their native country and, conversely, what aid they 
can expect from it. Members to the convention will be gran- 
ted considerably reduced hotel and restaurant rates, and the 
Austrian Federal Railways will allow them a 25% reduction 
on all train fares. 


AUSTRIAN EXPORT PROCEDURES SIMPLIFIED. Accord 
ing to a statement recently issued by M. Boeck-Greissau, 
the Austrian Minister of Trade, Austria’s export procedures 
are being slowly but surely streamlined, and it is now 
possible for a regular export license application to be hand: 
led within eight to ten days. In the words of the Trade 
Minister: ‘‘The responsible authorities are currently very 
deeply occupied with the problem of increasing our exports, 
and at the same time clamping down on imports, in order to 
achieve an improvement in foreign trade and in our balance 
of payments as soon as possible. The Export Promotion Law 
which is currently being drafted, and which is aimed at in- 
tensifying our export trade, will come up for final consider- 
ation and discussion this fall, after having been approved 
by the various organizations concerned.’’ 


AUSTRIA'S TEXTILE EXPORTS SINCE 1937. in 1937, 
Austria’s textile exports (raw materials, yarns and finished 
goods) amounted to 39,000 tons with a total value of.212 
million schillings, or 17.2% of the value of the country’s 
total exports. Of these textile exports, more than half went 
to countries which, with the lone exception of Yugoslavia, 
are now behind the Iron Curtain: 16% (34 million schillings) 
to Rumania, 11% (23 million schillings) to Czechoslovakia, 
over 9% (20 million schillings) to Yugoslavia, 9% (19 million 
schillings) to Poland, and just under 8% (16 million schil- 
lings) to Hungary. 

As a result of the political developments following World 
War II, textile exports to these countries came to a practical 
standstill. 

By 1949 textile exports had dropped to a total of 12,700 
tons, valued at 270 million schillings, for that year, or 8.4% 
of Austria’s total exports. In 1950, however, this rose again 
to 31,000 tons (871 million schillings), or 13.4% of the value 
of the country’s total exports. This increase was mainly due 
to a rise in the export of staple fiber (from 4,200 tons in 
1949 to 16,000 in 1950) and of staple fiber yarns (from 
124 tons to 1,400 tons). During the same period, the export 
of gunny and gunny sacks rose from 1,300 tons to 3,900 tons, 
while that of woolens, which included both knitwear and 
other woolen goods, increased from 150 tons to 1,000 tons. 

In 1951, 34,000 tons of textile products of all kinds were 
exported, netting a total of 1,160 million schillings, or 12% 
of the value of the country’s total exports. During the same 
year the export of staple fiber showed an increase from 
16,000 tons to 21,000 tons, while that of hemp yarns jumped 
from 631 tons to 1,121 tons. 

The 1951 export figures for finished textile products, 
however, showed a decline to 7,866 tons, as compared with 
the 8,470 tons exported in 1950. 

By 1952, the Austrian textile industry was beginning to 
feel the full effects of the international textile crisis. As 
compared with the average of 2,800 tons per month in 1951, 
the figure for January 1951 was 1,670 tons. This rose to 
2,100 tons in February and to 2,280 tons in March. In April, 
however, the monthly figure had slumped to 1,370 tons. 


AUSTRIA EXPORTS 500 PREFABRICATED HOUSES TO 
NEW ZEALAND. Early in August, Mr. R. B. Hammonds, Di- 
rector of Housing of the New Zealand Ministry of Labor, 
accepted delivery of 500 prefabricated houses from the 
Thermobau-Montagebaugesellschaft in Vienna. The New 
Zealand order was placed in May of this year. The houses 
supplied are summer bungalows, each consisting of three 
bedrooms, a living room, a kitchen-dinette space with the 
kitchenette separated by a partition, built-in closets, a 
laundry alcove and a bathroom. All the rooms are fully 
equipped with electrical fixtures. Every one of these houses 
represents a foreign exchange eaming of about 700 pounds 
on the part of the Austrian wood industry. 


AUSTRIAN COPPER OUTPUT CONTINUES TO INCREASE. 
The increase in Austria’s copper output (exclusive of scrap) 
over the past few years has now reached the point where a 
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quarter of the country’s domestic requirements can be met. 
As recently as 1946 all copper had to be imported, but by 
the end of that year domestic production had already reached 
100 tons. The 1951 output of copper was 1,900 tons and this 
year’s production is expected to reach about 2,500 tons. 


AUSTRIAN FOOD EXPORTS TO EUROPE AND OVERSEAS. 
Although the emphasis of Austria’s foreign trade in food- 
stuffs has been on the import side, her exports of foodstuffs 
also play an important role. The two major items in the 
country’s food and luxury food exports are beer and sweets. 
It was only in 1950 that Austria was able to resume her ex- 
ports of these products, and since then the exports of 
sweets, above all to Great Britain, have increased. The 
total volume of exports of this item, 684.8 tons, is 50% 
higher than it was in 1937. Austrian sweets and confection- 
aries are being exported to Egypt, Cyprus and Australia. 
The major markets for Austrian beer are Italy, the United 
States and tropical areas, which buy bottled beer that is 
stable in tropical regions. A start has been made in the ex- 
port of meat products, such as hard sausages and canned 
meat specialties, as well as coffee ingredients, canned veg- 
etables and sparkling wine. Austrian cheese exports, espec- 
ially those of processed cheese, have been developing sat- 
isfactorily, but the milk shortage during the last few months 
has had an adverse effect on this upward trend. 


EXPORTS OF AUSTRIAN HUNTING RIFLES. At Ferlach 
in Carinthia, the center of Austria’s hunting rifle industry, 
2,146 hunting rifles and 1,406 small-bore rifles were pro- 
duced in 1950. The corresponding figures for 1951 were 
2,453 and 2,115, respectively. The entire small-bore rifle 
output was exported, the bulk of it being shipped to Austral- 
ia. Orders have recently been received from the Belgian 
Congo. Ninety per cent of the hunting rifles were also 
earmarked for export. 


INDONESIA ORDERS RAIL CARS FROM AUSTRIA. The 
Indonesian State Railways some time ago invited bids for 
the supply of 298 railroad cars. The Austrian Simmering- 
Graz-Pauker A.G. was able to obtain an order for 134 four- 
axle, third-class passenger cars, some of them with bar 
facilities, as well as for ultra-modern air-conditioned dining 
car, baggage cars with passenger accomodations and or- 
dinary baggage vans. 


OUTLOOK FOR AUSTRIAN DANUBE FREIGHT TRAFFIC 
DISCUSSED. The recent lifting of the ban on Danube ship- 
ping will make the Danube once again an important factor in 
Austria’s economy. It is estimated that, in the first few 
months alone, 15,000 to 17,000 tons of coal for the Vienna 
gas works and some 5000 tons of other goods will be shipped 
to the capital by water. It is generally supposed that the 
nature of freight traffic will be fundamentally changed from 
that which formerly prevailed. Whereas at one time 50-75% 
of the freight reaching Vienna by water consisted of paper 
products, these goods are now brought in by rail, due to the 
preferential freight rate granted. The Danube Steamship 
Navigation Company now has at its disposal 17 tugboats, 
130 freight barges and 34: tankers, in addition to 7 vessels 
for passenger traffic. Notwithstanding the increased costs 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





FEDERAL PRESIDENT KOERNER OPENS 1952 SALZBURG 
FESTIVAL. The end of last month was marked by the 
opening of Austria’s most beautiful and most characteristic 
artistic event, the Salzburg Festival. Speaking in the Hall 
of the Carabinieri in the Residence of the Archbishops, 
Dr. Theodor Koerner, the President of Austria, declared: 

‘‘Salzburg is an island of peace, where art alone reigns. 
Here, the voice of politics must be silent. Every year, peo- 
ple are drawn to Salzburg from far and near, as though by a 
magnet. The magnet, to be sure, is the high-level artistic 
achievement, together with the organizational talent of those 
in charge of the planning of the festival. Art has the mar- 
vellous quality of being self-rejuvenating. May all the 
visitors to Salzburg join with us in feeling and enjoying the 
beneficial effect of this atmosphere of peace and beauty.’’ 


BEETHOVEN CONCERT SERIES UNDER HERBERT KAR.- 
AJAN. A series of six Beethoven concerts with six repeat 
performances will be presented under the baton of Herbert 
Karajan by the Vienna Symphony and the ‘‘Singverein’’ of the 
*‘Gesellischaft der Musikfreunde’’ in Vienna this fall. 

The program is as follows: 


Sept. 20th & 21st: ‘‘Romanze’’in F Major, op.50. 
First Symphony in C Major, op.21; 
Third Symphony in E Flat Major (Eroica). 
Oct. 18th & 19th: Eighth Symphony in E Major, op.93; 
Piano Concerto in C Major op. 58; 
Second Symphony in C Major, op.36. 
Oct. 25th & 26th: ‘‘Coriolan’’ Overture, op.62; 
Fifth Symphony in C Minor, op.67; 
Sixth Symphony in F Major, op.68 (Pastor- 
ale). 
‘‘Egmont’’ Overture, op.84; 
Fifth Symphony, op.60; 
Seventh Symphony in A Major, op.84. 
Nov. 15th & 16th: Ninth ‘‘Choral’’ Symphony in D Minor, 


Nov. 8th & 9th: 





of operation and the investments in harbor facilities which 
have been required, the freight rates of this company will be 
about 10% lower than the corresponding rail rates. 


ERECTION OF JOINT AUSTRO-GERMAN POWER STATION 
TO START IN FALL. The legal questions regarding the 
erection of a joint Austro-German power station at Jochen- 
stein on the Danube were recently settled. Work is to start 
in October with the erection of a settlement for 600 workers 
near Engelhartszell, on the Austrian side, and the sub- 
sequent erection of a plant for the production of concrete on 
the Bavarian bank. 

AUSTRIAN PARTICIPATION IN BERLIN INDUSTRIAL 
EXHIBITION. Austria will be officially represented at the 
West German Industry Exhibition to be held in Berlin be- 
tween September 27 and October 9, 1952. Mainly manu- 
factured goods will be shown at a pavillion with a floor 
space of about 2,000 sq. feet. An additional fair quota of 
$300,000 has been set aside for this event, over and above 
the provisions of the Austrian-West German trade agreement. 


rT, 
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AUSTRIAN STATE THEATRES ANNOUNCE PROGRAM 
FOR 1952-53 SEASON. According to the announcement re- 
cently issued by the directors of the Austrian State Theaters, 
the program for the 1952-53season will include the following 
first performances and new productions: 

At the BURGTHEATER: ‘‘The Rats’’ by Gerhart Haupt- 
mann ; ‘‘Oedipus at Colonos’’ in its German rendition by 
Rudolf Bayr; ‘‘Blessed Fear’’ by Georges Bemanos; ‘‘Die 
Verschwoerung des Fiesko zu Genua’”’ by Friedrich Schiller; 
‘‘The Apple Cart’’ by George Bernard Shaw; ‘‘Anthony and 
Cleopatra’’ by William Shakespeare; ‘‘A Street in Cavacere’’ 
by Harald Zusanek; ‘‘Robert Guiscard’’ by Kleist; ‘‘Deme- 
trius’’ by Schiller; ‘‘Much Ado about Nothing’’ by Shakes- 
peare; and ‘“The Peasant Millionaire’’ by Raimund. 

At the AKADEMIETHEATER: ‘‘The Knight of the 
Miracle’’ by Lope de Vega; ‘‘Dr. Hiob Praetorious’’ by Kurt 
Goetz; ‘‘Die Zwickmiihle’’ by Raphaelson; ‘‘Dona Rosita’ 
by Garcia Lorca; ‘‘Venus Observed’’ by Christopher Fry; 
‘‘Pyrrhus and Andromache’’ by Ferdinand Bruckner; and 
‘*The Emperor of Portugallia’’ by Selma Lagerloef. 

At the STAATSOPER(presented at the Theater an der 
Wien): ‘‘The Love of Danae’’ by Richard Strauss; ‘‘La Bo- 
heme’’ by Giacomo Puccini; ‘‘Das Christelflein’’ by Hans 
Pfitzner; ‘‘Die Kluge’’ by Carl Orff; ‘‘Macbeth’’ by Giuseppe 
Verdi; “‘Die schweigsame Frav’’ by Richard Strauss; and 
one Evening of Ballet, (presented at the Volksoper): ‘‘Girl 
of the Golden West’’ by Giacomo Puccini; “ Carnival in Rome’”’ 
by Johann Strauss; ‘‘Ero der Schelm’’ by Gotovac; ‘‘Street 
Scene’’ by Elmer Rice with music by Kurt Weill; and one 
Classical Operetta. 

In addition to the above listed works, the Staatsoper, in 
both its temporary homes, will introducean entire cycle of 
Austrian works in first performances as part of the 1953 
Vienna Festival Weeks. 


PROGRAM OF THE 8TH INTERNATIONAL SUMMER 
SCHOOL IN ALPBACH. The central theme of the 1952 
International Summer School of the European Forum, to be 
held at Alpbach, Austria, from August 22 to September 11 is 
‘*Reorientation of the Sciences - The University and Eur- 
ope’’, 

The seminar on economics, which will deal with the 
problem of a unifgym European currency, is under the direc- 
tion of Prof. Theo Suranyi-Unger. The cultural discussions 
will center around the subject of ‘‘The University and 
Europe’’. The other six seminars have the following sub- 
jects: ‘‘Historism’’, ‘‘Processes and Laws’’(natural scien- 
ces). ‘‘European Society in Transformation’’(sociology and 
history), ‘‘Myth and Religion’’, ‘‘Art and the Arts’’, ‘‘Eurepe 
and America Face Our Time.’’ 

During the courses, two exhibitions of works by Wolfgang 
Gurlitt will be organized. The Alpbach sessions will be at- 
tended by more than 400 students from 21 countries and two 
Austrian Nobel Prize holders, Prof. Erwin Schroedinger and 
Dr. Lise Meitner, have agreed to participate in the discus- 
sions. A large number of eminent scholars in the world of 
science and education will also attend the courses. At the 
suggestion of the Max Planck Institute (Prof. M. Hartmann), 


the West German Government has granted twenty fellowships 
to German students so that they can come to the Alpbach 
sessions. Last year the governments of Finland and Luxem- 
burg had granted similar fellowships. 


13 AUSTRIAN FILMS READY FOR DISTRIBUTION. Thir- 
teen Austrian films, nine of them produced in 1952, will be 


ready for distribution this fall. Among them are: ‘‘Der Ober- 
steiger’’ (Gloriafilm, Graz); ‘‘Der Erholungsurlaub’’ (Alpen- 
laendische Filmgesellschaft); ‘‘1. April 2,000’’ (Wienfilm); 
‘‘Knall und Fall als Hochstapler’’ (Wiener Mundusfilm); 
‘‘Der Mann in der Wanne’’ (Neusserfilm); ‘‘Ideale Frau ge- 
sucht’”’ (Schoenbrunnfilm); ‘‘Das geschiedene Frauelein’’ 
(Donaufilm); ‘‘Eifersucht’’ (i was Jack Mortimer) (Schoen- 
brunnfilm - Transglobe); ‘‘Saison in Salzburg’’ (Wienfilm); 
and ‘‘Schaem’ dich Brigitte’’ (Styriafilm). 


AUSTRIA RANKS SIXTH IN BOOK PUBLICATIONS. With a 
publication list of 3,783 titles in 1951, Austria’s book in- 
dustry put. Austria in sixth place, right before Switzerland. 
Germany published 22,338 book titles, Great Britain 17,072, 
France 11,850, the United States 11,022 and Italy 8,589. 


AUSTRIA ATTENDS COPYRIGHT CONFERENCE IN GE- 
NEVA. Dr. Kurt Frieberger, President of the ‘‘Genossen- 


schaft dramatischer Schriftsteller und Komponisten’’ (Coop- 
erative of Dramatic Authors and Composers) has been 
appointed Austrian delegate to the Intemational Copyright 
Conference which opens in Geneva on August 18, 1952. 


AUSTRIAN INTERNIST DISCOVERS NEW METHOD OF 
DIAGNOSING DISEASES OF THE STOMACH. The results 
of research by the University of Vienna’s Medical Chemistry 
Institute in the diagnosis of stomach ailments were the sub- 
ject of a recent report by Dr. Schmied, a Vienna internist. 
The methoddepends upon the fact that it is possible to trace 
the basic acidification of the gastric juice for any length of 
time desired, rather than by ‘‘reduction’’ to the test value of 
the given moment, as hitherto. A rubber probe with an elec- 
tro-chemically sensitive measuring knob attached to its 
lower end is introduced into the stomach and thereupon 
conducts the variations in the electric voltage produced by 
the acidification currently in progress to a device which 
records these changes on a measuring tape, both while the 
patient is asleep and awake. In this way it is possible 
to check with precision the action resulting from the drug or 
diet therapy being administered. 


EXHIBITION OF ROMANESQUE ART IN VIENNA. An 
exhibition of medieval art, including rare exhibits from the 
Romanesque Period, will be opened in Vienna at the Acad- 
emy of Art during National Catholic Day in September 1952. 

Among the exhibits on loan from Austrian monasteries, 
state collections and foreign collections will be a ‘‘faldis- 
torium’’ dating back to 1242, book miniatures from the 9th 
century, a portable altar from the 11th century, a precious 
codex, the famous ‘‘Vienna Genesis’’, an illuminated manu- 
script from the 5th century, eucharistic vestments, medieval 
sculptures, etc. 
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VIENNA STATE OPERA BALLET TOURING SWEDEN. 
Between July 19 and August 17, 1952, the Vienna State Opera 
Ballet is touring Sweden where they are scheduled to give 
30 performances — three at Malmo and one each in 27 other 
localities. The choreographic arrangements have been work- 
ed out by Erika Hanka and Willy Fraenzl; the musical di- 
rection is by Heinz Lambrecht, conductor of the Vienna 
State Opera; and the prima ballerina is Julia Drapal. The 
program consists of ‘‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’’ by O. 
Nikolai; ‘‘Capriccio Viennois’’ by F. Kreisler; ‘‘Ballet 
Scenes’’ by L. Delibes; ‘‘Aus der Heimat’’ by F. Smetana; 
‘‘SecondHungarian Rhapsody’”’ by F. Liszt; ‘‘Valse Joyeuse’’ 
by H. Hellmesberger; ‘‘An der schoenen blauen Donau’’ and 
the overture to the ‘‘Gypsy Baron’’ by Johann Strauss; and 
the ‘‘Can-Can Scenes’’ from J. Offenbach’s operetta ‘‘Die 
Banditen’’. In addition, a new short version of Johann 
Strauss’ ballet ‘‘Titus Feuerfuchs’’ will also be performed. 


CITY OF LINZ BUYS MODERN ART COLLECTION. The 
City of Linz has decided to acquire a collection of 88 oil 
paintings and 33 drawings belonging to Wolfgang Gurlitt, the 
well-known art collector, this collection represents the core 
of the Linz ‘‘Neue Gallerie’. It includes paintings by Oscar 
Kokoschka, Max Liebermann, Max Slevogt, Louis Corinth, 
Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele. 

The ‘‘Neue Gallerie’’ was founded jointly by Wolfgang 
Gurlitt and the Linz City Council in 1947, Gurlitt had also 
loaned the ‘‘Oesterreichische Gallerie’’ in Vienna another 
42 pictures by Austrian artists of the 19th century. The 


over-all collection thus represents some 300 representative 
works. Last year, a ‘‘Kubin Room’’ was added to the Gal- 
lery. It contains drawings and etchings by Alfred Kubin, the 
famous Austrian artist, who was awarded the Ulysses Prize 
at the Venice Biennale last June. 


FIRST PERFORMANCES OF PLAYS BY YOUNG AUS- 
TRIANS. The Graz theaters are planning first performances 
of two plays by young Austrian writers. ‘‘Wir brauchen 
Uran’’ (We Need Uranium) by Reinhard Federmann, who has 
heretofore been known mainly as a prose writer; and the co- 
medy ‘‘...und Schnupfen hat der Cicero’’ (...and Cicero has 
a Cold) by Harald Zusanek, one of the best known among the 
young Austrian playwrights. His drama ‘‘Die Strasse nach 
Cavacere’’ appears on the coming season’s Burgtheater 
program. 

SECOND VOLUME OF POEMS BY PAULA VON PRERAD- 
OVIC TO BE PUBLISHED. The second of three volumes of 
poems by the Austrian lyric poetess Paula von Preradovic, 
who. died in 1951, is shortly to appear. The volume will bear 
the title ‘‘Schicksalsland’’ (‘‘Land of Destiny’’,, the poems 
contained in it deal primarily with Austrian subjects and 
scenes. 

AUSTRIA AT ST. ERIK’S FAIR IN STOCKHOLM. Austrian 
firms will have a joint exhibit at the St. Erik’s Fairin 
Stockholm from August 23 to September 7. 1952. 
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